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Crossing the Floor

• enhance the visitor’s perception of building as 
sacred space

• explore ‘crossing’ as both sanctifying a building 
and also the journey from tourism to deeper 
spiritual connectionspiritual connection

• recognise the Christian tradition’s attitudes (and 
ours?) towards sacred buildings 

• explore potential for spiritual interpretation in a 
place of worship known to us and connections we 
hope to create  

Fortingall Kirk and Yew tree

"I began to see in some of 

the pictures spiritual 

qualities that were more 

than just good art. God is than just good art. God is 

amazing - he deals with you 

where you are. He met me 

at my level. I started 

talking to myself about 

spiritual things." 



I'm a spiritual atheist; I don't believe 

in God but I do believe in us. I 

believe in human beings. 

On a spiritual basis, I think we do get 

a connection. Is it a mystical 

connection? I'm not sure.connection? I'm not sure.

Here I was, face to face with a 

nameless painter reaching from 

the dark to show me what he 

could do, saying to me as clear as could do, saying to me as clear as 

any words, ‘If any part of me 

survives from time’s corruption, 

let it be this. For this was the sort 

of man I was.’

J.L. Carr, A Month in the 

Country

Crossing the floor: from tourist to pilgrim

For the first time in my whole life I 

began to find out something of 

this Person was that men call 

Christ...Christ...

It is the Christ of the Apocalypse, 

the Christ of the Martyrs, the 

Christ of the Fathers...It is Christ 

God, Christ King.’



‘Without knowing 

anything about it, I anything about it, I 

became a pilgrim.’  

Thomas Merton

Merton’s Journey

• Openness and space

• Personal exploration and research

• Engagement with Scripture and tradition  

• Experience of peace and yearning• Experience of peace and yearning

• Place and posture for prayer

What was the role of spiritual interpretation in 
Merton’s conversion experience?

What would our stories of buildings and finding 
faith be?

‘the time is coming when you 

will worship the Father neither 

on this mountain, nor in 

Jerusalem...those who are real 

worshippers will worship the 

Father in Spirit and in truth.’

John 4John 4

One of Jesus’ disciples exclaimed, ‘Look Master, 

what huge stones! What fine buildings!’

Jesus replied, ‘You see these great buildings? Not 

one stone will be left upon another: all will be 

thrown down.’

Mark 13

‘if the Christian Church has indeed been ‘if the Christian Church has indeed been 

disobedient ...it has been gloriously disobedient, 

erecting in every corner of the world countless 

buildings, all of which have a special character 

of their own, most of which enable their users 

to glimpse the glory of the Kingdom, and...bring 

people to their knees in wonder and 

thanksgiving to God.’ Richard Giles



However...

• Jesus frequently worshipped and taught in 
religious buildings. They are useful for worship, 
but should not be allowed to become its focus.

• If a church is a community connected to the Father • If a church is a community connected to the Father 
through the Son and living through the power of 
the Spirit, then its building can bear witness to 
this relationship. The task of spiritual 
interpretation must be to reflect these 
connections and present them to visitors in a non-
exclusive and inviting manner

Stream 1: Classical

Civic: Basilica

Ship-shape: Apostolic Constitutions c.375 A.D.

Traditional: elements of synagogue and Temple

Stream 2: Medieval 

Incarnational: building as body

Real presence of Christ

Visual participation in gospels and 

communion of saints

Intimacy, openness and concealment

Stream 3: Reformed

Back to basics simplicity

Auditorium for Word

Nave as chancel for priestly people



All 3 streams feed into most of our 

churches

No wonder they can appear such as mess!

‘All these buildings are ours, and ...they are not going 
to go away. We have indeed a rich heritage, the 
potential of which we must maximise for the 
Kingdom of God. This must be held in tension with Kingdom of God. This must be held in tension with 
our Christian calling to travel light as the nomadic 
people of God...

We should not complain...the problems is one which 
serves to remind us how fascinating and exciting it 
is to be a Christian in this moment of history.’

Richard Giles

Some more questions

�How can we untangle these streams and 
explain their impact on a church building to 
visitors and regulars alike?

�How can the beliefs and struggles of the past �How can the beliefs and struggles of the past 
encourage refection on faith today?

�How can these buildings be utilised to provide a 
unique presentation of the gospel and invite a 
personal response ?

The Broadside Benefice

4 medieval parish churches

1 medieval church/arts centre

1 visitors centre

2 ruined towers

1 church school

PRE 1836 (2008)PRE 1836 (2008)

1 priest and wife (in OLM training)

Visitor Centre Committee

3 guides at Ranworth

Culture of welcome 

Good guidebooks, postcards

Developing Interpretation

�Establish aims and team

�Knowledgeable, sensitive, spiritually-minded guides. 

Further training and development

�Signs of welcome and statement of mission

�Invitation, resources and special places of prayer�Invitation, resources and special places of prayer

�Telling gospel stories through objects or events

�Create displays that are ‘organic’, authentic and 

coherent with what a visitor might encounter on a 

Sunday morning

�Enable visitors to leave their mark



Final questions: getting stuck in

�What object or story in a church familiar to 
you would provide a starting point for 
exploring the gospels?

�Helped by spiritual interpretation, visitors 
can gain a sense of a community’s 
relationship with God, experienced in a 
particular place, often over many centuries. 
How can we convey some of this richness? 
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itio

n
, so

 th
is se

ctio
n

 lo
o

ks b
rie

fly at h
o

w
 th

e
se

 h
ave

 co
m

b
in

e
d

 to
 fo

rm
 w

h
at 

w
e

 h
ave

 to
d

ay. 
 [W

o
m

an
 at w

e
ll slid

e
] 

 If w
e

 are
 to

 in
te

rp
re

t o
u

r ch
u

rch
e

s fro
m

 a co
n

fe
ssio

n
al p

e
rsp

e
ctive

, w
e

 first n
e

e
d

 
to

 co
m

e
 to

 te
rm

s w
ith

 th
e

 g
o

sp
e

ls, an
d

 Je
su

s’ ap
p

are
n

t am
b

ivale
n

ce
 to

w
ard

s 
re

lig
io

u
s b

u
ild

in
g

s. In
 Jo

h
n

 4
, h

e
 te

lls th
e

 S
am

aritan
 w

o
m

an
 at Jaco

b
’s w

e
ll 

[q
u

o
te

] th
at w

o
rsh

ip
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 lo

cate
d

 in
 sp

irit an
d

 in
 tru

th
. 

 W
o

rsh
ip

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 ce
n

tre
d

 o
n

 th
e

 p
re

se
n

ce
 o

f G
o

d
 w

ith
in

 th
e

 ch
u

rch
, th

e
 

asse
m

b
ly o

f b
e

lie
ve

rs.  Je
su

s w
as le

ss im
p

re
sse

d
 b

y H
e

ro
d

’s te
m

p
le

: 
 [T

e
m

p
le

 slid
e

] 
 [q

u
o

te
 1] Je

su
s’ w

o
rd

s w
e

re
 ab

o
u

t in
e

vitab
ility o

f its d
e

stru
ctio

n
 rath

e
r th

an
 

g
lo

atin
g

 o
ve

r it, a re
m

in
d

e
r fo

r all tim
e

 th
at b

u
ild

in
g

s m
u

st fall an
d

 o
n

ly G
o

d
 is 

e
te

rn
al. H

o
w

e
ve

r, w
ith

in
 tw

o
 ce

n
tu

rie
s C

h
rist’s am

b
ivale

n
ce

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 
su

p
p

lan
te

d
 in

 m
an

y p
lace

s b
y C

h
ristian

 e
n

th
u

siasm
: 

[q
u

o
te

 2] 
 C

h
u

rch
 b

u
ild

in
g

s h
ave

 b
e

co
m

e
 an

 ico
n

ic e
le

m
e

n
t in

 th
e

 C
h

ristian
 trad

itio
n

, a sig
n

 
o

f th
e

 C
h

u
rch

’s m
issio

n
. 

 [B
u

t slid
e

] 
 [q

u
o

te
 1] Je

su
s fre

q
u

e
n

tly w
o

rsh
ip

p
e

d
 an

d
 tau

g
h

t in
 re

lig
io

u
s b

u
ild

in
g

s. T
h

e
y are

 
u

se
fu

l b
u

t n
e

ve
r e

n
d

s in
 th

e
m

se
lve

s. 
 [q

u
o

te
 2] T

o
 e

x
p

re
ss o

u
r m

issio
n

 in
 a T

rin
itarian

 w
ay, w

e
 m

ig
h

t say th
at if a 

ch
u

rch
 is a co

m
m

u
n

ity co
n

n
e

cte
d

 to
 th

e
 Fath

e
r th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 S
o

n
 an

d
 livin

g
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th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 p

o
w

e
r o

f th
e

 S
p

irit, its b
u

ild
in

g
 can

 b
e

ar w
itn

e
ss to

 th
is re

latio
n

sh
ip

. 
T

h
e

re
fo

re
 th

e
 task o

f sp
iritu

al in
te

rp
re

tatio
n

 m
u

st b
e

 to
 re

fle
ct th

e
se

 
co

n
n

e
ctio

n
s an

d
 p

re
se

n
t th

e
m

 to
 visito

rs in
 a n

o
n

-e
x

clu
sive

 an
d

 in
vitin

g
 m

an
n

e
r. 

 In
 o

th
e

r w
o

rd
s, w

h
at w

e
 b

e
lie

ve
 u

n
d

e
rg

ird
s e

ve
ryth

in
g

 w
e

 d
o

 h
e

re
, b

u
t w

h
at w

e
 

d
o

 is also
 in

te
n

d
e

d
 fo

r yo
u

, th
e

 visito
r, if yo

u
 w

ish
 it to

 b
e

. 
 T

h
e

 C
h

ristian
 trad

itio
n

 h
as g

ive
n

 u
s th

re
e

 p
rin

cip
le

 stre
am

s th
at flo

w
 th

ro
u

g
h

 o
u

r 
b

u
ild

in
g

s. 
 [C

lassical slid
e

] 
 R

e
je

ctin
g

 th
e

 id
o

latro
u

s co
n

n
o

tatio
n

s o
f classical te

m
p

le
s, o

fficial R
o

m
an

 
C

h
ristian

ity ad
o

p
te

d
 th

e
 civil b

asilica as b
u

ild
in

g
 fo

r its asse
m

b
lie

s, w
ith

 B
ish

o
p

 as 
G

o
d

’s lo
cal m

ag
istrate

. T
h

e
 ch

u
rch

 co
m

p
le

m
e

n
te

d
 th

e
 to

w
n

 h
all as p

u
b

lic sp
ace

 
d

e
d

icate
d

 to
 G

o
d

’s so
ve

re
ig

n
ty. Its in

te
rn

al layo
u

t, laid
 d

o
w

n
 in

 th
e

 A
p

o
sto

lic 

C
o

n
stitu

tio
n

s o
f 375 A

.D
., w

as in
 th

e
 sh

ap
e

 o
f a p

asse
n

g
e

r sh
ip

, an
d

 its fu
rn

ish
in

g
s 

d
e

rive
d

 fro
m

 e
le

m
e

n
ts o

f th
e

 syn
ag

o
g

u
e

 an
d

 Je
ru

sale
m

 te
m

p
le

. 
  [M

e
d

ie
val slid

e
] 

 T
h

e
 h

ig
h

ly in
carn

atio
n

al e
m

p
h

asis o
f m

e
d

ie
val w

o
rsh

ip
 re

-sh
ap

e
d

 th
e

 b
asilica. 

Ju
st as th

e
 C

h
ristian

 ch
u

rch
 w

as like
n

e
d

 to
 a b

o
d

y, so
 w

e
re

 its b
u

ild
in

g
s, le

ad
in

g
 

to
 ch

an
g

e
d

 p
ro

p
o

rtio
n

s an
d

 g
re

ate
r co

m
p

artm
e

n
talisatio

n
. P

articip
atio

n
 in

 
w

o
rsh

ip
 w

as h
ig

h
ly visu

al, co
n

d
u

cte
d

 in
 sm

all in
tim

ate
 sp

ace
s, th

e
 o

p
e

n
 e

x
p

an
se

 
o

f th
e

 n
ave

, co
n

ce
ale

d
 b

e
h

in
d

 th
e

 ro
o

d
 scre

e
n

. W
o

rsh
ip

p
e

rs  im
ag

in
e

d
 C

h
rist’s 

p
assio

n
, sain

ts an
d

 an
g

e
ls e

n
acte

d
 in

 th
e

ir tim
e

 an
d

 lo
cality. In

cid
e

n
tally, th

is 
slid

e
 sh

o
w

s th
e

 p
lan

 o
f a co

lle
g

e
 ch

ap
e

l in
 A

u
stralia, as G

o
th

ic m
o

ve
d

 fro
m

 b
e

in
g

 
an

 in
te

rn
atio

n
al E

u
ro

p
e

an
 id

io
m

 to
 a g

lo
b

al g
e

n
re

. 
 [R

e
fo

rm
e

d
] 

 W
ith

in
 th

e
 R

e
fo

rm
e

d
 stre

am
 o

f b
u

ild
in

g
, w

e
 m

ay also
 in

clu
d

e
 th

e
 C

ath
o

lic C
h

u
rch

 
sin

ce
 V

atican
 II in

 its q
u

e
st fo

r b
ack to

 b
asics sim

p
licity. Its e

le
g

an
t lin

e
s an

d
 p

lain
 

sp
ace

s in
vite

 an
 in

te
rio

r, p
e

rso
n

al visio
n

 o
f faith

 d
e

vo
id

 o
f sh

are
d

 im
ag

e
ry. In

 
P

ro
te

stan
tism

, th
e

 n
ave

 b
e

co
m

e
s th

e
 ch

an
ce

l fo
r a p

rie
stly p

e
o

p
le

 an
d

 an
 

au
d

ito
riu

m
 fo

r th
e

 W
o

rd
, w

h
ich

 g
o

ve
rn

s w
o

rsh
ip

p
in

g
 life

. T
h

is slid
e

 sh
o

w
s a 

D
u

tch
 R

e
fo

rm
e

d
 C

h
u

rch
 in

 S
o

u
th

 D
ako

ta. 
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[A
ll 3 S

tre
am

s slid
e

] 
 A

ll th
re

e
 stre

am
s fe

e
d

 in
to

 m
o

st o
f o

u
r ch

u
rch

e
s –

 n
o

 w
o

n
d

e
r th

e
y can

 ap
p

e
ar 

su
ch

 a m
e

ss! If w
e

 th
in

k o
f a sm

all m
e

d
ie

val villag
e

 ch
u

rch
, fe

n
ce

d
 in

 b
y V

icto
rian

 
p

e
w

s an
d

 d
o

m
in

ate
d

 b
y th

e
 m

arb
le

 m
o

n
u

m
e

n
ts o

f th
e

 g
re

at an
d

 g
o

o
d

, w
e

 stan
d

 
w

h
e

re
 th

e
 th

re
e

 stre
am

s co
llid

e
. T

h
e

 trad
itio

n
s th

e
y re

p
re

se
n

t m
ay n

o
 lo

n
g

e
r b

e
 

live
 in

 th
e

 co
n

g
re

g
atio

n
 o

f to
d

ay, b
u

t lo
cal fe

e
lin

g
 an

d
 stro

n
g

 co
n

se
rvatio

n
 

b
o

d
ie

s h
ave

 p
re

se
rve

d
 m

an
y ch

u
rch

e
s in

 V
icto

rian
 asp

ic, w
h

e
re

 th
e

y are
 like

ly to
 

re
m

ain
, h

o
w

e
ve

r w
o

rsh
ip

 an
d

 faith
 m

ay co
n

tin
u

e
 to

 d
e

ve
lo

p
. In

d
e

e
d

, th
is 

im
p

e
tu

s to
 co

n
se

rve
 co

n
stitu

te
s a fo

u
rth

, larg
e

ly in
visib

le
 b

u
t o

n
ly se

m
i-

p
e

rm
e

ab
le

 stre
am

. B
u

t R
ich

ard
 G

ile
s re

m
in

d
s u

s, w
e

 sh
o

u
ld

 n
o

t co
m

p
lain

: 
[q

u
o

te
]  

 T
h

is le
ad

s u
s to

 fu
rth

e
r q

u
e

stio
n

s: 
 [S

o
m

e
 m

o
re

 q
u

e
stio

n
s slid

e
] 

 H
o

w
 can

 w
e

 u
n

tan
g

le
 th

e
se

 stre
am

s an
d

 e
x

p
lain

 th
e

ir im
p

act o
n

 a ch
u

rch
 

b
u

ild
in

g
 to

 visito
rs an

d
 re

g
u

lars alike
? 

 H
o

w
 can

 th
e

 b
e

lie
fs an

d
 stru

g
g

le
s o

f th
e

 p
ast e

n
co

u
rag

e
 re

fle
ctio

n
 o

n
 faith

 
to

d
ay? 

 H
o

w
 d

o
 w

e
 m

ake
 th

e
 b

e
st o

f w
h

at w
e

 h
ave

? H
o

w
 can

 th
e

se
 b

u
ild

in
g

s b
e

 u
tilise

d
 

to
 p

ro
vid

e
 a u

n
iq

u
e

 p
re

se
n

tatio
n

 o
f th

e
 g

o
sp

e
l an

d
 in

vite
 a p

e
rso

n
al re

sp
o

n
se

? 
 O

u
r th

ird
 an

d
 fin

al case
 stu

d
y w

ill b
e

 th
e

 sm
all ru

ral b
e

n
e

fice
 in

 w
h

ich
 I m

in
iste

r.  
 [R

an
w

o
rth

 slid
e

] 
 O

n
e

 o
f m

y ch
u

rch
e

s, S
t. H

e
le

n
’s, R

an
w

o
rth

, fre
q

u
e

n
tly ap

p
e

ars o
n

 T
V

 se
rie

s as 
d

ive
rse

 as G
riff R

h
ys Jo

n
e

s’s R
ive

rs an
d

 R
ich

ard
 T

aylo
r’s H

o
w

 to
 R

e
a

d
 C

h
u

rch
e

s. 
V

isite
d

 b
y o

ve
r 50

,0
0

0
 e

ve
ry ye

ar, it co
n

tain
s o

n
e

 o
f E

n
g

lan
d

’s fin
e

st ro
o

d
 

scre
e

n
s, a m

e
d

ie
val le

cte
rn

 an
d

 th
e

 o
n

ly A
n

tip
h

o
n

al re
tain

e
d

 in
 its p

re
-

R
e

fo
rm

atio
n

 h
o

m
e

. It is acad
e

m
ically w

e
ll-kn

o
w

n
 an

d
 late

r th
is m

o
n

th
, th

e
re

 w
ill 

b
e

 a n
e

w
 in

te
rp

re
tative

 ve
n

tu
re

, th
e

 R
an

w
o

rth
 S

ym
p

o
siu

m
. M

in
istry th

e
re

 co
u

ld
 

b
e

 a fu
ll tim

e
 jo

b
, e

sp
e

cially b
e

tw
e

e
n

 A
p

ril an
d

 O
cto

b
e

r, b
u

t it co
m

e
s w

ith
: 

[q
u

o
te

 1+
] 
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3 o
th

e
r m

e
d

ie
val p

arish
 ch

u
rch

e
s, a m

e
d

ie
val ch

u
rch

/arts ce
n

tre
, a visito

rs’ 
ce

n
tre

, tw
o

 ru
in

e
d

 to
w

e
rs, a ch

u
rch

 sch
o

o
l an

d
 P

R
E

 o
f 18

36
, se

rve
d

 b
y m

e
, m

y 
w

ife
, in

 train
in

g
 fo

r O
rd

ain
e

d
 Lo

cal M
in

istry, an
d

 a R
e

ad
e

r.  
 O

n
 th

e
 p

lu
s sid

e
, it h

as a stro
n

g
 trad

itio
n

 o
f visito

r m
in

istry, an
d

 [q
u

o
te

 2] 
 A

 V
isito

r C
e

n
tre

 C
o

m
m

itte
e

, 3 g
u

id
e

s at R
an

w
o

rth
, a le

g
acy o

f g
o

o
d

 lite
ratu

re
 an

d
 

p
o

stcard
s. 

 S
p

iritu
al in

te
rp

re
tatio

n
 u

su
ally h

as to
 take

 a b
ack se

at, as it w
ill in

 alm
o

st an
y 

ru
ral m

u
lti-p

arish
 b

e
n

e
fice

. T
h

e
re

 is g
e

n
e

rally little
 tim

e
 o

r m
o

n
e

y to
 d

e
vo

te
 to

 
th

is m
in

istry, b
u

t m
u

ch
 can

 b
e

 ach
ie

ve
d

 w
ith

 g
o

o
d

w
ill an

d
 so

m
e

 sim
p

le
 re

so
u

rce
s  

 S
o

 h
o

w
 can

 in
te

rp
re

tatio
n

 d
e

ve
lo

p
 in

 th
is typ

e
 o

f se
ttin

g
?  

 [D
e

ve
lo

p
in

g
 in

te
rp

re
tatio

n
 slid

e
] 

 E
stab

lish
 aim

s an
d

 te
am

 
W

h
at is yo

u
r o

b
je

ctive
? W

h
o

 w
ill w

o
rk w

ith
 yo

u
? (b

u
t if it’s ju

st yo
u

 an
d

 th
e

 
u

n
se

e
n

 an
g

e
ls, so

 b
e

 it!) H
o

w
e

ve
r, if th

at’s th
e

 case
, w

ill th
e

 ch
u

rch
 ‘o

w
n

’ yo
u

r 
ap

p
ro

ach
? 

 T
h

e
re

 is n
o

 n
e

ar su
b

stitu
te

 fo
r kn

o
w

le
d

g
e

ab
le

, se
n

sitive
 an

d
 sp

iritu
ally-m

in
d

e
d

 
g

u
id

e
s. T

h
e

ir re
cru

itm
e

n
t an

d
 co

n
tin

u
in

g
 train

in
g

 sh
o

u
ld

 b
e

 a p
rio

rity. H
o

w
e

ve
r, 

g
o

o
d

, lo
cally p

ro
d

u
ce

d
 re

so
u

rce
s can

 also
 p

ro
vid

e
 au

th
e

n
tic co

m
m

u
n

icatio
n

. 
 S

ig
n

s o
f w

e
lco

m
e

 an
d

 state
m

e
n

t o
f th

e
 ch

u
rch

’s m
issio

n
 sh

o
u

ld
 g

re
e

t th
e

 visito
r. 

T
h

e
se

 sh
o

u
ld

 b
e

 h
o

m
e

 p
ro

d
u

ce
d

 w
h

e
re

ve
r p

o
ssib

le
, rath

e
r th

an
 ‘o

ff th
e

 p
e

g
.’ 

 C
h

u
rch

e
s m

ay b
e

 in
te

n
d

e
d

 to
 b

e
 h

o
u

se
s o

f p
raye

r b
u

t it isn
’t alw

ays o
b

vio
u

s to
 

visito
rs w

h
e

re
 an

d
 h

o
w

 to
 p

ray. A
n

 in
vitatio

n
 to

 p
ray, a d

e
sig

n
ate

d
 co

m
fo

rtab
le

, 
d

iscre
e

t are
a w

ith
 sim

p
le

, tid
y re

so
u

rce
s, a p

raye
r trail th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e

 ch
u

rch
 m

ay 
tran

sfo
rm

 a visit. 
 O

b
je

cts w
ith

in
 th

e
 b

u
ild

in
g

 m
ay le

n
d

 th
e

m
se

lve
s to

 te
llin

g
 a B

ib
lical sto

ry o
r 

im
p

o
rtan

t e
ve

n
t, e

.g
 w

in
d

o
w

s [d
isp

lay b
o

ard
s fro

m
 S

t. M
ary, S

o
u

th
 W

alsh
am

]  
 C

re
ate

 d
isp

lays an
d

 n
o

tice
s th

at d
o

 n
o

t d
am

p
e

n
 se

n
se

 o
f w

o
n

d
e

r an
d

 d
isco

ve
ry, 

th
at co

n
n

e
ct ‘o

rg
an

ically’ b
y b

e
in

g
 se

n
sitive

 to
 th

e
ir su

rro
u

n
d

in
g

s. T
h

e
ir 

sp
iritu

ality sh
o

u
ld

 b
e

 an
 au

th
e

n
tic re

fle
ctio

n
 o

f th
e

 b
e

lie
fs an

d
 p

ractice
 o

f th
e
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ch
u

rch
 co

m
m

u
n

ity an
d

 co
h

e
re

n
t w

ith
 w

h
at a visito

r m
ig

h
t e

n
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